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Once upon a time, a king in a distant country seized all the seeds in
the realm. The people forgot the taste of fresh vegetable and fruit.
All the fields in the realm dried up and everywhere except around the
King’s palace turned yellow. But the King’s vast garden turned green,
thanks to the seeds he confiscated from the people.
His trees were full of juicy fruits and his fields full of delicious
vegetables. By eating these, the King became stronger while the
people withered day by day.
Just as everyone was resigning to their fate,
someone stood up to all this.
Witchseed.

Witchseed was an earth witch. She had the seeds of every plant
and anyone who wanted to sow seeds in their field would come to
her. In the days when the King’s guards were going from house to
house collecting seeds, Witchseed managed to hide five seeds.
Five vegetable seeds: lamb’s lettuce, okra, celery, pea and mint.
Witchseed sowed these seeds inside the wall around her high
tower and transformed it into a huge field with each passing day.
She now had a lot of new seeds.
That’s when Witchseed made her decision. She would give these
seeds to the people so that their fields could turn green again.
She tied the blossomed vegetables to her flying broom and flew
across the sky at full speed.

Everywhere she went, Witchseed saw starving people. She offered
to give them seeds but they did not accept for fear of the King.
In a small village, a pregnant woman sneakily approached the witch’s
flying broom and fixed her gaze on the lamb’s lettuce with its curled
leaves and lily white flowers. She was craving and thought, I will be weak
if I do not eat the lamb’s lettuce salad. The moment she stretched out
her hand the Witchseed noticed.
“If you plant the seeds that come out of these flowers in the field, you will
have as many lamb’s lettuce as you want. The whole village can feed on it.
But if you eat the lamb’s lettuce now, only you will be full,” she said.

The pregnant woman didn’t listen. “The King’s guards will come and see
the fields. If I do not eat the lamb’s lettuce, the baby I’m carrying will
not be fed and shall only get weaker,” she said. Witchseed looked at the
woman’s belly and said, “Then my seeds of lamb’s lettuce for your seed.
Deal?”
The pregnant woman was taken aback by what Witchseed said.
Witchseed approached the pregnant woman. “Listen to me,”
she said, “I shall raise brave kids who can stand up to the King.
I will teach them about the earth and seeds. How about we
raise your kid together?”
The pregnant woman looked around and saw the arid fields
and starving people. She made up her mind and answered
Witchseed, hopefully, “Yes.”

Years passed and the girl Witchseed
took in to teach about the soil grew
up. They named her Rapunzel, which
meant lamb’s lettuce. Her hair was
curly like lettuce leaves and lily white
like its flowers.
Rapunzel grew up to be a brave, bold
and free spirited girl.
She spent half of her time with her
mother and half at the tower with
Witchseed.

She would always be at the tower during
the sowing and harvest times of the year.
As she grew up, Witchseed had grown
older; she could no longer climb up the
stairs of the tower.
This was why Rapunzel grew her hair as
long as the tower itself. When Witchseed
arrived at the tower, she would call out
from below, “Rapunzel, Rapunzel. Let
down your hair of white silk, my dear, it’s
me, your Witchseed.” And Rapunzel would
unravel her braids and let down her hair and
the Witchseed would grab hold of her hair.
Rapunzel would pull her up with all her
might, like she was pulling a rope.

The field inside the tower had also grown over the
years. Rapunzel was not the only girl in the tower, she
had four sisters. Witchseed had raised powerful and brave
girls who could cultivate the earth, just like Rapunzel.
Their names were:
After pea,
Erbse.
After okra,
Bamia.

After celery,
Sellerie.
After mint,
Minze.
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Rapunzel would sing with her sisters every
day as they cultivated the field inside the
tower walls.

One day, the King’s son noticed the tower while he was riding
through the dried fields. Then he heard the beautiful voice
of Rapunzel singing.
By sheer coincidence, just then Witchseed had arrived to the
tower and was calling out to Rapunzel to let down her hair.
The Prince watched carefully and first saw the lily white hair
coming down from the tower, and then saw Rapunzel’s face.
“I could go up like this too. I can meet Rapunzel who has silky hair,”
he thought at that moment.

The next day Rapunzel woke up to someone calling out, “Rapunzel,
Rapunzel. Let down your hair of white silk, my dear, it’s me, your
Witchseed.” She quickly let down her hair. Then pulled it up slowly.
She was surprised to suddenly see the Prince before her.
“Who are you?” she asked.
“I saw you at the window and instantly fell for you.
Would you take my hand in marriage?” the Prince said.
Rapunzel was angry. “You have entered the tower without
permission, and even imitated Witchseed’s voice. This is not
right at all. I don’t even know you,” she said.
“You don’t recognize me? I am the Prince, the King’s son.
Look at my clothes,” said the Prince.
“Even if you are the King’s son, you can’t enter anyone’s
house without permission,” said Rapunzel angrily.
“My father is the King. I can do whatever I want. I can do anything,”
said the Prince. Then he noticed the field inside the tower walls but did
not at first understand what it was. “What are you even doing here?”
he asked curiously.
“We have set up a small field here. When the seeds we collect
from here accumulate, we will recultivate the fields in the realm.
Everywhere will be green again. People will be able to eat fruits and
vegetables like they used to,” said Rapunzel.

The Prince looked at Rapunzel with
admiration. “I want to help you,”
he said excitedly.
Rapunzel smiled, this offer made
her happy. “Can you, for example,
find us tomato, zucchini and
eggplant seeds?” she asked.
The Prince nodded with
enthusiasm and quickly left
the tower.

Time passed. Every time the Prince came by, he brought
a seed with him. Pepper one day, cucumber the next,
strawberry one day and apple the next day. The Prince
would go into the palace and bring Rapunzel the seeds
that his father seized from the people.
As time passed, the new seeds that Rapunzel and
her sisters planted grew. Now there were all kinds of
vegetables and fruits in the field at the inner wall of the
tower. This allowed the Prince to recognize and learn
about many different seeds.
Witchseed summoned her daughters, the moment
they have been waiting for years has arrived. The girls
who learned not to be afraid of the King while growing
up were now ready to set out. “Bring the old fields,
vegetables, fruits and the greenery to the people my dear
earth girls,” said Witchseed, and hugged them tightly.

Rapunzel cut her white hair shoulder-length, put on her skirt and
left with a bunch of seeds.
Minze, Sellerie, Erbse and Okra followed her.
Each of the girls took a
different path.

Rapunzel and the Prince walked up to a crossroads.
Just as the Prince was turning towards the palace,
Rapunzel held out her hand, “Shall we make the world green
once more, together?” she asked.
Rapunzel and the Prince set out to make the world green again,
spreading the seeds along their way.

